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C aledonia- James Arthur "Jimmy" Raffel, age 60, of Caledonia, formerly of Big

Rapids, passed away Tuesday, July 19, 2011. He was born February 1, 1951, in Big
Rapids, the son of Arthur and Adell (Solesky) Raffel. Jimmy was baptized and

confirmed as a member of St. Peters Lutheran Church in Big Rapids. He was a

resident of the Bethesda Lutheran Communities in Wisconsin and Caledonia, where
he was part of a loving, caring extended family. He was a member of St. Marks

Lutheran Church of Kentwood. Jimmy is survived by two brothers, Paul Raffel of
Cottageville, South Carolina and David Raffel of Rogers, Arkansas; four nephews,

Paul Jr. and Chris Raffel of Big Rapids, David Jr. of Illinois and Darryl Raffel of

Jenison. Also surviving are several cousins. He was preceded in death by his parents
and grandparents. Funeral services will be 11:00 a.m. Thursday, July 21, 2011 at the

Mohnke Funeral Home in Big Rapids with Pastor John Bookshaw officiating.
Visitation will be from 10:00 a.m. until service time. Interment will follow at

Highland View Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to Bethesda

Lutheran Community.
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Tribute Wall James Jimmy Raffel

DA Dawn posted:

It has been so many years since I saw Jimmie and I have always had a special place in my heart for

him. He will be remembered with love and smiles! I am so sorry for the family's loss. Love and Hugs,

Dawn VanderVelde

July 19 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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